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Of the two principal buildings on the block, the Graham
factory of 1885 - 6 is the more severe, though tall floor
heights and generous windows do much to relieve the spartan
induetrial form, On the principal 19th Street facade and
continuing around on the Hamilton Street side the wall is
handled in what was by then the traditional factory solu-
tion, Straightforward riers projecting from the wall plane
frame recessed panels containing segmentally arched win-
dows, At the top, the whole is crowned by a dentilled brick

_gornice which joins panel and pier, unifying the building,

Direct, rational and dignified, it was architecture of this
sort’tﬁnt- oved suggestive to Louis Sullivan and more re-
cently to Louis Kahn, whose Exeter Library is clearly depen-
dent on Philadelphia brick industrial design, . .
Inside, the Graham factory is as direct, Heavy timber
framing forms the principal internal structural system,
though the frame is made hybrid by the encasing of the -
vertical timbers that form the central spine with rolled

They are joined to the principal girders by trapezoidal iron

plates, larger at the top that the botton, which recall the

flaring capitals of classical architecture, while serving as
& primitive diagonal bracs for the joint,

To the north on 19th Street another factory was erected
five years later for the shoe manufacturers, Laird, Schober
a%d Mitchell, Like the Graham factory, it 't5 of Brick .
with the principal facade divided into seven bays by gr -
Jecting piers that again represent the internal structy
frame, But, where the Graham factory had remained largely

discuss in the Mwory of the Leisure Class., To that end of
glving identity and & touch of & y.e, the architects, Geisinger
and Hales, enlarged the riers of the central bay and raised
upon them a low square tower capped with a coppér pyramidal
roof, thereby marking the ertrance and glving the building a
more interesting silhouette, In addition they added a major

‘belt course above the first floor windows to establish a

base for the piers which, capped with stylized Ionic capitals,

‘become f%lasters, joining the building to the classical tra-

dition

Burnham and Root's industrial buildings in Chicago, indicating

a&n awareness by the architects of contemporary midwest design, °

The interior is not unlike the Graham factory, again depend-
ing on wood framing carried on a structural spine of massive
wood timbers, With the exception of additiogg%cggagsehwiri

ely as cons e prin-
and so on tgﬁiénﬁﬁﬂéﬁiftfgf %ﬁggi gioses off the céntral light

cipal cha
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' By the middle of the 19th Century, Philadelphia Justly claimed ¢
for itself the title of the nation's workshop, Whenever moder-
ately priced land could be obtainsd - in close proximity to river
or rail transit a manufacturing district could be anticipated, and
because the 19th century was only beginning to change from the
customary intermingling of work and residence such factory dis-
tricts were often situated within a block or two of fashionable
houses, Contemporary factory planning prefers highway wites and
one level buildings and augmented by contemporary preferences for
the separation of residence from work is resulting in the grad-
ual elimination of the mid city factory district, making it in-
creasingly difficult for the present to comprehené the generating
tos;as of contemporary cities,

~The factory buildings on 19th street were a part of such a
factory strip, one that in 1880 parelleled . Pennsylvania Avenue
railroad tracks from the Schuylkill River to Beoas Street, and
culminated in the great factory blocks (now demolished) of the
Baldwin Locomotive Works,,/The Graham factory replaced an earlier
building at 513 Cherry Street which had been outmoded by the in-
creased demand for dress and upholstery trimmings while the
Laird, Schober and Mitchell factory was moved from its 1133 Arch
Street address by the upheaval surrounding tge construction of
the new Philadelphia and Reading termina e buildings are, .
thus,representatives of the urban forces manipulating real estate
and work in the 19th century industrial city. .
In addition to reflecting the growth and Gise of the region

below Spring Garden Street, the factories are worthy of note
as handsome examples of nineteenth century factory design which
has stimulated much interest on the part of American architects
ranging from Sullivan to Kahn, These buildings can. serve as
reminders but also as active narticipants if adaptively reused
in a creative manner, thereby preserving *he copper roofed tower

 and the mas:izﬁ,uuils as focal points in & redeveloping region,

- Finally e Laird, Schober and Mitchell factory is of

© significance as one of the earliest surviving works of one of the

, 8reat American factory architectural tirmg,~*rading later as

< the Ballinger Company, they will invent the saw toothed roof

- and the '"“superspan truss," as well as many of the standard safety
devices, among them the firewalled safety tower, an early version
of whicﬂ appears here, The obvious Chica§o gfurcez suggest the
influences of the new architectural publications in . spreading
visyal motifs, and broaden our understanding of the influences
on the development of Geisinger and Hales,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is bounded on thr north by Buttonwood Street, on the
south by Hamilton.Street and on the west by 19th Street, It extends
eastward 210 feet to the end of the building,
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